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BOSTON UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MUSIC
Boston University’s College of Fine Arts is a forward-thinking community 
of artists, educators, and students engaged in creative discourse about the 
essential role of the fi ne arts in the 21st century. Students in the School 
of Music receive intensive training in their individual disciplines, and are 
inspired to think beyond traditional classical music roles as they prepare for 
careers as musicians.
Undergraduate and graduate programs challenge students with rigorous 
study of performance, conducting, composition and theory, musicology and 
ethnomusicology, music education, and historical performance. Creative 
and academic research forms the core of every student’s experience, and 
Performance Diploma, Artist Diploma, and Opera Institute certifi cate 
programs off er opportunities to engage in high-level pre-professional study 
and public performance.
Together with the School of Theatre and the School of Visual Arts, the School 
of Music is committed to providing concentrated instruction for artists-
in-training, as well as opportunities for undergraduates from across the 
Boston University campus, to explore and interact with the arts. The value 
of education provided by the College of Fine Arts is enriched by internships, 
creative partnerships, and rich exchanges with cultural, artistic, intellectual, 
and humanistic organizations across the city of Boston.
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We are grateful to the generous donors who support our gifted students in music, theatre, and visual arts, and to our 
CFA alumni who donate to Boston University. These gifts drive important capital initiatives, scholarships, educational 
outreach, performances, and exhibitions all of which directly benefi t students across campus.
For more information about how you can join our growing list of supporters, please contact us at 617-353-5544 or 
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 KYRA  XUERONG  ZHAO
Praised as “A born performer...with brilliant technique” by the New York Concert Review, the
terrifi cally talented and brilliant pianist Kyra  Xuerong  Zhao  has brought her powerful sense of
music passion to audiences around the world and is being universally lauded for her exciting
and poetically lyrical performances.
Despite her youth, Ms. Zhao has already performed in many prestigious venues and has been
invited to give recitals in many of the great concert halls in the world. Her fame started to grow
in the United States after her sensational 2010 Debut Recital at the venerable Carnegie Hall in
New York City, which was presented by Columbia Promotion and the New York Eastern
Chamber Orchestra. As a direct result of this overwhelming musical success, she was invited to
present recitals at the Music & More Festival in Massachusetts, the Atlantic Music Festival, and
the Mannes Year-Long Festival (NYC). In addition to the many recitals that she has played in
New York City, she has also performed in Horvitz Auditorium in Florida, Benaroya Hall in
Seattle, the German Consulate in New York, the Polish Consulate in New York, the Goethe
Institute, the Steinway Concert Hall (both in New York and Beijing), Sprague Hall at Yale
University, The Algonquin Club in Boston, and the Tsai Performance Center in Boston. In 2015,
Zhao was invited by Boaz Sharon (the Chair of the Piano Department at Boston University) to
perform a joint piano recital with him in Boston. Her performance was brilliant and was highly
praised by the musical critics. In addition to her fl ourishing career here in the USA, she is
regularly invited to appear as a soloist in both concerti and recital concerts in both her
hometown of Beijing and also in Guangzhou, China. Ms. Zhao’s most recent concerto
appearances include a riveting performance of the Piano Concerto No. 2 in A Major, by Franz
Liszt, which was conducted by Maestro Max Wilcox leading the Claremont Chamber Symphony.
Ms. Zhao has dazzled critics and judges alike at international music competitions and has been
awarded top prizes at a staggering array of solo competitions in Asia, the United States, and
Europe including: 1st Prize at the “Xi Wang Bei” Beijing Young Pianist Competition in 1994; 1st
Prize at the Beijing Piano Festival & Competition in 1994; 2nd Prize at the 14th International
Chopin Piano Competition in Rome in 2003; 3rd Prize at the Five Towns International Piano
Competition in New York City in 2007; 1st Prize at the Mannes College School of Music
Concerto Competition in 2008 in New York City (after which she performed the Concerto No.2 in 
f minor, by Fryderyk Chopin); a Bronze Medal and Special Recognition for the “Best
Performance of Chopin” at the Third Seattle International Piano Competition in 2010 in Seattle;
and she was most currently the 1st Prize Winner at The Richmond International Piano
Competition in Boston in 2015.
Following her success in 2003 at the International Chopin Piano Competition in Rome, a DVD of
her live recital concert entitled “Young Talents” was released by the Tiantian Arts Publishing
House. As she is often the subject of many press requests, Ms. Zhao has granted interviews to
newspapers in the US and China, including the Berkshire Eagle (MA), who published a full-page
article entitled “Xuerong Zhao: Crossing the World for the Piano”, a full-length interview with the 
principal newspaper of Tsingtao, China, and also with the principal newspaper of Qiao Bao,
China.
Born into a musical family in Beijing, China, Ms. Zhao began her piano studies at the age of fi ve
and was one of the eight students selected from China to attend “The Middle School of The
Central Conservatory of Music” in Beijing, the most prestigious music academy for young
virtuoso musicians in China. After completing high school with honors, she was awarded
scholarships from several of the most distinguished music schools in the USA, including The
Juilliard School in New York City, Mannes College of Music (NYC), and the Manhattan School of
Music (NYC). Choosing to continue her musical studies in the USA, she attended the Mannes
College of Music and received both her Bachelor of Music degree and Master of Music degree,
under the tutelage of the great pianist pedagogues Dr. Ju-Ying Song and Dr. Arkady Aronov.
Following that, she was awarded a full-scholarship and received her Artist Diploma from The
Yale School of Music (their highest diploma in Applied Performance) under the guidance of
Prof. Peter Frankl and Dr. Weiyi Yang. Currently, she is a candidate for the Doctorate of Musical
Arts degree from the Boston University College of Fine Arts under the tutelage of Prof. Boaz
Sharon and is scheduled to receive this highest of musical degrees in 2018. During her eleven
years of study in the United States, Ms. Zhao has developed an enormous and varied solo and
chamber music repertoire. Among the many varied artists and famous musicians with whom
she has collaborated are pianists Richard Goode, Claude Frank, Yefi m Bronfman, Ann Schein,
Peter Oundjian, John Perry; hornist Eric Ruske; and concert violinists Peter Zazovsky and Ani
Kavafi an.
